
 

 

Toro Times 

Toro Park School 
A Great Place to Start 

Monthly Toro Park  
School Attendance 

(Goal 98%) 
 

School Wide Attendance 
Rate: 

February 94.5% 

Attendance Rate by 

Grade Level: 

TK: 91.13% 

Kindergarten: 94.29% 

1st Grade: 93.08% 

2nd Grade: 96.29% 

3rd Grade: 95.60% 

APRIL 2019 

WUEF Report: current progress toward the goal of funding  

Art & Music for your child(ren) for 2019-2020 school year 

Factoring together Fill the Dish contributions, Disney Raffle proceeds, Taco ‘bout a Party profit, 

See’s Candy/Yankee Candle sales, and earnings from February’s 35th Annual Dinner Dance, the 

total raised so far is almost $172,000. That’s amazing!! However, there is still a $16,000 gap that 

needs to be filled this year for Art & Music to continue next year. These exceptional programs 

are at risk of being cut for the 2019-2020 school year if the $16,000 is not raised. 
 

On behalf of all the students in WUSD, WUEF offers sincerest thanks to those of you 

who have already generously given to ensure these programs continue next year. 
 

For the fourth year in a row, WUEF is bringing back its crowd funding endeavor: Join the Crowd 

Instead of selling items like popcorn, cookie dough, magazines, etc., where only a percentage of 

total sales benefits the Art & Music programs, WUEF is asking each WUSD family to donate just 

$24 during 24 hours on Wednesday, April 24th. I’ll be honest, $16,000 is the largest funding gap 

I’ve seen since joining the WUEF Board seven years ago. However, I know that the WUSD com-

munity shares the common goal and desire to provide its students with these unique, exceptional 

programs, and I know that we can and will come together to ensure it happens for next year. 
 

If you haven’t helped support Music & Art yet this year, this is your chance to really make a differ-

ence.  If every family in the district gave just $24, WE COULD RAISE OVER $15,000 IN JUST 

24 HOURS!!  Now imagine if every family forwarded this fundraising notice to just one other per-

son (grandma, grandpa, auntie, uncle, or neighbor—the possibilities are ENDLESS!!) and those 

people also donated JUST $24…. We would raise OVER $30,000 IN JUST 24 HOURS!! All to 

help the district continue Art & Music education at all three schools! 
 

REMEMBER: DONATE $24 (or more) ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24TH TO 

WUEF VIA THE LINK BELOW!! 

https://wuef.ejoinme.org/jointhecrowd 

WUEF is a non-profit 501c(3) organization.  Every donation to WUEF is  

tax deductible.  Tax ID #77-0037407 
 

Please feel free to contact chairperson, Tanya Reinhardt, with any questions about Join the Crowd 

tanyareinhardt@gmail.com 
 

Like us on Facebook to stay updated on the latest news and information. Search for Washington 

Union Educational Foundation.  #partofpossible 
 

The next WUEF Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, April 11 @ 6:00pm, in Room 10 at San 

Benancio Middle School.  You are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 

 

With sincerest gratitude, 

Carli Chasen 
WUEF Board President 2018-2019 

cchasen@sbcglobal.net 

WUEF News 

School Wide Attendance 
Rate: 

March 93.43% 

Attendance Rate by 

Grade Level: 

TK: 89.21% 

Kindergarten: 89.88% 

1st Grade: 94.03% 

2nd Grade: 96.02% 

3rd Grade: 94.62% 

https://wuef.ejoinme.org/jointhecrowd
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Hello Toro Park families!  

 

Thanks to you, our Mixed Bag Fundraiser was a huge success - we had over $35,000 in sales, and made 
over $17,000 profit for our schools! The winners of the sales incentives are:  

Top Seller Overall: Phoenix Pena - Whale Watching Trip in Monterey Bay 
Toro Park School:  

Top Selling Student: Hunter Pettit - $20 Target Gift Card 
Top Selling Class: Ms. Kato - Movie & Popcorn Party 

Washington Union:  
Top Selling Student: Isla Childers - $20 Target Gift Card 
Top Selling Class: Ms. Muller -  Movie & Popcorn Party 

San Benancio:  
Top Selling Student: Gavin Tremper  -  $20 Target Gift Card 
Top Selling Class: Ms. Hannas -  Movie & Popcorn Party 

WUSD Spirit Wear can now be ordered online here: https://squareup.com/store/wusd-parents-club/. Orders 
will be available for pickup at your child’s school, or sent home with your child.  
 
Please mark your calendars for the following dates: 
 

Family Skate Night-  Friday, April 12th: 

Join us from 6:30 - 8:30pm for a night of family skating fun at Water City Roller Hockey.  We are limited 
to 100 skaters, so buy your tickets now to reserve your spot!  Order tickets and pizza meals online 
here: https://squareup.com/store/wusd-parents-club/ 

 

Parents’ Club Meeting- Thursday, April 11th: 

Join us at 6pm in the MPR at Toro Park School. All are welcome to attend! A Parents’ Club Repre-
sentative from each class should be present at the meeting. 
 

Kona Ice - Tuesday, April 23rd: 

The Kona Ice Truck will be making an appearance after school. Kona Ice cups range from $3-$6 and 
20% of proceeds go back to our schools.  
 

Mom’s Paint Night Fundraiser - Friday, May 10th: 

Save the date for an adult-only, "Mom's Night Out Paint Party" from 5:30 - 9:00pm. Bring your 
friends, or make new ones there!  More details coming soon! 

 

Please make sure to like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WUSDParentsClub/ for updates, re-
minders, and more!   
 

WUSD Parents’ Club Board 
 

 

 

https://squareup.com/store/wusd-parents-club/
https://squareup.com/store/wusd-parents-club/
https://www.facebook.com/WUSDParentsClub/


 

 

 
 

 

 

The Kinder + class is busily preparing for their May program along with hav-

ing pattern book songs. The “Old Lady” swallowing things is a great example. 

They will also hear about a coyote who swallows a flea and an old fellow who 

swallows a cello. Call and response continues to be a big part of developing a good music ear. Their program song will 

show off a bit from every month. A delightful class that has come a long way. 

 

Kinders - Headed into April, their activities will now include songs and stories about the families of instruments as well 

as seasonal songs and stories emphasizing rhyming and rhythmic patterns. Using rhythm instruments and learning to 

read from music notation cards will continue. Changing rhythms with instruments can be tricky but these classes are do-

ing a terrific job of following the beat. 

 

First graders are working really well for their Earth Friendly Program on April 25. They have added a couple of sur-

prises this year.  More song sheets will be going home after their program, so if you read music or play an instrument, 

play and sing along with your child. 

 

Second graders are working on a musical play called Bada Bing It’s Spring! Music stories with character parts give 

students a chance not only to read as a character but also to understand how music enhances a story line. Their folders 

will be really full at the end of the year. Many of the song sheets are playable on recorder for 3rd grade. Anyone at home 

who plays an instrument will find the pages easy to follow. 

 

The Third graders are now at the time of memorizing songs for their recorder demonstration on their recorders sched-

uled for May 21st.  Thank you to the families that are encouraging practice at home and going over the work pages that 

have been sent home. The students who practice at home really make a difference in their classes.  Students not practic-

ing between the once per week classes also make a difference by slowing the class down. Please continue to encourage at 

least 10 minutes practice per evening for music homework. The four songs on the program have been sent home along 

with a letter encouraging parents to help. Being responsible for keeping up with homework is a valuable life lesson. 3rd 

grade playing their recorders is a team effort – everyone on the same beat and the same note at the same time. Music 

pages have been sent home since January 8th in their green music folder. The information is cumulative. There is plenty 

to do even without an instrument at home. Anyone play guitar or piano? Play along with your student for more fun.  

And, if your grader wants extra challenge music, let me know and I will be happy to pro-

vide it. There are also a few recorders left for $5 if your student would like one for home. 

 

MaryClare Martin 
Music Specialist 

 

 

Coffee and Conversation  
Thursday, April 11th at 9:00 am  

San Benancio Middle School  
 

Raising Emotionally Healthy Children - PART 2! 
 

 
In response to the great conversations that we had at our last parent event, we are going to offer a PART 2 of 
Raising Emotionally Healthy Children! Please join us on Thursday, April 11th at 9:00am at San Benancio so 
that we can continue the discussion of this great resource and share some more tools that may help our com-
munity efforts to support healthy child development.   

 
To RSVP or order a book please visit https://tinyurl.com/yy6djn2h 

Music Notes 
Page 3 

https://tinyurl.com/yy6djn2h
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April is Sculpture Month 

In April our Art Docents will be giving lessons in sculpture.  Typically one thinks of 

sculpture using marble or bronze.  We expose our students to paper, wood, raffia, 

and metal sculpture.  This unit is always a favorite.  The ability to create something 

three-dimensional is interesting to our students and gives them a feeling of great 

satisfaction. 

 

Kindergarten – Students get to create paper owl puppets.  This is their first exposure to three-dimensional construction.  

They continue to develop their cutting and pasting skills.  They also create pattern with oil pastels.  This is a favorite les-

son of the Kindergarteners. 

 

First Grade - First graders get to create folded paper puppets.  The students get to experience puppetry as a form of art 

used to communicate ideas.  Not only do they show their skills in three-dimensional sculpture in paper and mixed media, 

but there also is an emphasis on complementary colors from the color wheel to help create these bright and playful pup-

pets.  This is a favorite choice for the District Art Show. 

 

Second Grade – Second Grade students make paper mache baskets.  Again, as done in kindergarten and first grade, 

three- dimensional art is discussed.  The students will create a three- dimensional paper mache container over a rigid 

form used as a mold.  A special Unryu paper is used along with ribbon and colorful threads to create a delicate basket. 

 

Third Grade – In third grade our students create colorful Japanese carp banners from tissue paper.  These banners in 

Japan help to celebrate Children’s Day.  Each family flies one of these carp kites for each child in their family.  An em-

phasis on symmetry is discussed as well as pattern and color. 

  

Picture of the Month 

In the month of April, our docents will be presenting multicultural art works.  We show a variety of cultures, which in-

clude African, Mexican, Japanese, Chinese, India and American. We will be introducing a series of new Japanese wood-

block prints that were provided by an art grant we were awarded. It’s important for students to see how artists from all 

over the world have perceived and represented their cultures in the visual arts.  In addition to broadening their awareness 

of art, multicultural art can help students see the influence of non-Western art on Western artists.  In this day and age, it 

is apparent communication and faster transportation has meant that a “global” community of artists whose works all in-

fluence each other has emerged.  Multicultural Art makes students aware of the interconnectedness of these artistic com-

munities. 
 

Linda Jang  
Art Docent Coordinator 
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Mark your calendars for the  

DISTRICT ART SHOW! 
 

It is time to start getting ready for the District Art Show. We will be displaying 

over 2000 pieces of original children’s art.  Please mark your calendar and come 

view our show.  The art show will be from the evening of Tuesday, May 21 to 

Thursday evening, March 23.  On Wednesday and Thursday evenings, our out-

standing music programs from Washington and San Benancio Middle schools will 

entertain us.  This is an event you do not want to miss!   

Art Corner 



 

 

 

 

Can you believe it's April already? We have had a great year in the library.  We have enjoyed learn-
ing about and reinforcing the learning zones in our lessons, and I'm looking forward to a new col-
laboration with Miss Katy as we work on our "Say Yes To No" club.  

 
Our BOOK FAIR is coming the week of May 6-
10.  I am so grateful for the many volunteers we 
have had who make our book fair run so 
smoothly.  I will be sending out a Sign-Up Genius 
within the next few weeks, so be watching for 
ways to volunteer.  Thank you for helping to 
make our book fairs successful! 
 

  Happy reading! 

  Mrs. Thomson 
 

 

 

Greetings From the Library! 

 
Greetings from computer lab!  

 
Toro Park students have been busy this year! 

 

Third and second graders have successfully completed their “All About Me” Google Slides and presented 
them to their classmates. Their hard work shined through their slides! First graders are exploring all the differ-
ent tools Google Docs offers. They are working on how to change their font sizes, bold, italicize, underline, 
and change the colors of their words. First graders are also learning how to search the web and insert pic-
tures on their Google Doc! Kindergarteners are typing away and trying to master the “Shift” key to make their 
letters upper-case. TK is continuing to work on educational computer games to improve their fine motor skills 
with handling the computer mouse. They are also working on other computer skills such as opening multiple 
tabs and how to search for different games. 
 

Ms. Mendez 

Computer Lab News! 
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Keep collecting BOX TOPS for our  

Classroom BOX TOP Competition! 
 

From April 23rd—May 24th the classes will 

be competing to see who can collect the most 

BOX TOPS.   

The winning class will have a  

PIZZA PARTY on June 3rd! 



 

 

Character Counts! Character Counts! Character Counts! for April 

April Events 
4/3 12:45pm Dismissal 1st-3rd Collaboration Day 
4/9 WUEF & WUSD Town Hall Meeting TPS MPR 
4/11 & 4/12 2nd Grade Field Trip to Aquarium 
4/15—4/22 SPRING BREAK 
4/23 Classes Resume 
4/24 12:45pm Dismissal 1st-3rd Collaboration Day 
4/25 1st Grade Spring Sing @ 1pm TPS 
4/30 Coffee & Conversation @ 9am SBMS 
  

May Events 
5/1 12:45pm Dismissal 1st-3rd Collaboration Day 
5/6 State Testing Begins—3rd Grade Only 
5/15 12:45pm Dismissal 1st-3rd Collaboration Day 
5/16 Open House @ 6:30 pm 
5/29 12:45pm Dismissal 1st-3rd Collaboration Day 
5/31 11:45am Dismissal 1st—3rd Grade *All Kinder attend Session A        

Counselor’s Corner 
 
 

 

Stress Management, Calming Strategies 
and CAASPP testing!! 

 

Young people, like adults, experience a great deal of stress. Please come join the conversation as we talk 
about childhood stress, ways to recognize signs of stress, and its impact on development.  We will review ba-
sic calming strategies and how you as a parent can help your child develop healthy ways to man-
age stress and solve everyday problems.  This event will take place at a crucial time as students are prepar-
ing for their annual CAASPP testing. Whitney Meyer, Curriculum Director and Principal at Washington Union 
Elementary, will be sharing helpful information regarding CAASPP testing and tools for preparation.  

 

Please RSVP at https://forms.gle/FUVNHaph24rJhToc6 
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Shinrai (derived from the Japanese for “trust”) is the CAMEL 

who always keeps her promises, always does what she says 

she’ll do and is loyal, honest and punctual.  

 
See more at: http://charactercounts.org/resources/carousel.html#sthash.Cp9L2rZA.dpuf  

Mark Your Calendar 

Save the Date! 
 

 

Toro Park 

School 

Open House 

May 16th  

@ 6:30 

 

Coffee and Conversation  
Tuesday, April 30th at 9:00am and 6:00pm 

at San Benancio Middle School 

https://forms.gle/FUVNHaph24rJhToc6

